
7
Steps to 


Confident Tax Research

1. Understanding the 
Purpose of Tax Research in 
Your Practice
Defensible tax positions come from 

understanding how the law applies in real 

situations. Tax research provides that 

clarity by guiding you to the authoritative 

sources that govern each issue, including 

statutes, regulations, court decisions, and 

IRS guidance. Tax research also helps you 

manage risk by providing clear 

documentation that supports decisions if 

a return gets questioned later.

2. Identifying the Right 
Starting Point for Your 
Research
Every tax research effort begins with a 

question. You'll need to define the specific 

issue to research and identify which 

sources are likely to provide the most 

reliable answers. Primary authority carries 

the most weight in tax research. Beginning 

with a primary authority helps ensure a 

solid foundation for your investigation. 

Secondary sources help explain and 

interpret primary authority.

3. Organizing Your 
Research Process for 
Consistency
Developing a consistent research process 

can save time and improve your 

accuracy. A routine guides you through 

each step, from identifying the issue to 

documenting the conclusion. This 

structure reduces mental fatigue during 

busy periods and prevents repetitive work 

by tracking what you've already reviewed.

4. Evaluating the Reliability 
of Tax Research Sources
Not all tax information carries the same 

weight. For example, primary sources like 

the Internal Revenue Code rank highest 

because they define the law directly. 

Secondary sources come in when 

interpreting complex provisions. Boost the 

accuracy of your research by verifying 

publication dates and ensuring the 

guidance you're using applies to the 

correct tax year.

5. Applying Tax 

Research to Real-World 
Client Scenarios
Tax research matters most when it shows 

up in everyday client conversations. When 

someone asks about deducting home 

office expenses, solid research lets you 

give a clear answer, explain the 

paperwork involved, and set realistic 

expectations about the tax benefit.

6. Managing Time 
Effectively During the 
Research Process
Managing your time is just as important 

as finding the right answer. During busy 

periods, you need to strike a balance 

between thorough research and hard 

deadlines. Setting boundaries helps you 

avoid over-researching straightforward 

questions and keeps your focus on issues 

that truly require deeper analysis.

7. Building Confidence 
Through Ongoing 

Research Practice
Tax research is a skill that improves with 

experience. Resolving each issue 


provides hands-on practice that makes 

navigating authoritative sources easier 

over time. The growth from repeated 

research also sharpens your analytical 

abilities and builds efficiency in finding 

relevant answers.

Presented by:
UltimateTax.com


